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s. Venkitasubrainonia Iyer* 


v h 1 i 1 1 v until Ala lift, raj a ot Travnncnre ( i 


* 


I847 ) \h renmvned tur thr liu-ih-m niia reforms which he 
introduced laying thi» h o l i d (omidaliuns for the ill-round 


tiHi st'ttc uttHincd in later years, and h f 6 n 
iuoj 0 Leu owned U" pudt nul ruin no ^ who enriched arty 



* 


1 1 1 e 


J i • 1 — 1 1 1 [i, 1 tr u 1 1 ,'1 of 1 ■ a ■ «3 i*si ended 1 1 1 hero. Jln,sic in parti- 


<jui-tv uh his forte and Miiotig tin <■>, .mj . . >ers .>1 Smith 
liuiinn music li n ranks ns «n equal to the great masters 
like Tyfigarftja, luksitai and Syaitta &t<tn Itbje srholar- 
ship, state tnanship, pu t, , gmcm-Uv ai d musical skill of 
the Maharaja evoked the warm oologies of his court— pee 
ltke Ravi var map Ian pi and Vidvan Rfijargja Vafina Koil 
l'i. 11 pure 1 anu of nil i r ■ 1 . . J s Mid ’.urnir-.-r like Pane i 1, 
Tam puffin and Yidvftn Slay a Tampur&n of Kotuhhalltir^ 
and attracted othei poet s from far and near to bis emu t 


and actuated them 1 o compose purpms and gongs in his 
honour, fhe author o* Hrit/iaiiarvigvijai/ctin , [s one such 
poet. He does not disclos e his name but eayB that he 
was a PanotUmg aklrfr ahdravdsin th 0 re by i ndicati ng~that 
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he was a Brahmin belong ing to MfthSd&oapuram near 
Kany&kam&ih. 

The work Is unpublished, but Ollur S. Pararne- 
awttiJi Iyer «*i tes a few lines from it in hi s Kerala ti&hitya 
Gctritram Fart 1 V, stating that the i* incomplete. 

In the Kerala IJ nu'ersp 1 >rioiit -i t Manuscripts Library, 
however, there h a complete copy of this work It bears 

J F« ■ " m -"1 ~ — — - > !■■* ' 

til© m mn>er 1 1 2 6 and is 1 paper rue t 1 1 u sl* r i p t in ' , pages 
trauac ri •• dinigji, out its original source not now 
trauea *!e Iti^ writ 1 . on in i)ov mag tri chariot rs and 

J ^ ■ - — ■ ■ ■ — — — 

comprises about 330 grant has. 


I t j i in cbe form of a oatnpu a nd {$ an account 

of a pilgrimage o( King l ii aa Y artna (S iiti itmual) 
aocompauieil nv ill irotlier and n^plu-v/^ ant I with all I he 

m ' “ — - — ‘ ■ - _ _ 

r,»val no-m h^rniliu ;<« l :m vn U n ru:i 1 i, in « golden ■ harlot 

9 7 O 

■ * 1 • - v i " : ; j 1 * r Vi r ■ f toi ,r ]h * oti \ 1 3 e w ■ ■ 1 1 ^ ’ r: oi © 


VI ill U' ■ 


t ; TT7 

h giv-^ i i. h*tfi f/j ,:, .i nr * *j ! o if* ( iu 1 h t itle nf the 

m U'«v Ti-it. Filar Tib.' i-hIF it by this ivime md the 
content t >>i 'h»: work alio j is ! ifv it But it may be noted 

Ir ik> 

th'it the name ! not oicur in the ■> iJv of the work ; 
nor ii th nre any a bonbon to that effect. Perhaps the 
flyleaf or the n »veth niid ot the original mauii'ei ' nt non' 
tained tiie name. 


The work begins as follows: — 



■fc*- 


sn*Rxr <nn 

o c ^ C 

TOT*TWH<in^ 1 

im <k*j 


C r* 


«i?*t rqqj§: ll 

Tim wspsifaara* ' 


rv 


3r*c*im%fr£5*nifm tfiwifrcr 

l?^rr|; TJ FiflK^sir 

^SH 5 f ; : \ tr ^ TOTTii^t^ 


w irtr: w : 

qgst Rfld M h 






r* N 


h i*rwrwfl*r i &x\* -n 1 5 in 

* 


r>' 


II 


(p* 0 


After -'ven lu-ne ver t s of an int roductoiT rntute. the 

fr P 

woi'U pro ti 1 i.Tnpin .jUfl'S v. iih a cl < ■ ri pt ion ol Trivandrum 
ij0gitiUin_: wit h the Terse 

3 tr% rfifq?n 


* 


195 
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KlIRr qftqRI*TOST *T«t g^OMw^55Tj *’ 

(P- 3) 

Then follows an account of the king and his attainments. 
He i, mostly referred to as Vanoibhjjpaja and Kulaokha - 
rainaharaja. The followi ng lin es are particularly note- 
worthy. 

_ i L 

vwig 9- 

1 ra«wl SlftSTfeSTm* II 

ff awg 5*fftf*l»TWh ^- r ;l 

strV^ hsr^ n?ta*i«r s^forcwsR* TOguraww i w 
fa?, uto fafai?cmqTO*rai f% ~ r ai f % f^tri T^r-ff i ttq * : %n- 
g^tT? q^roj: Rqifafas Wl“ 

*rem i <&*rw*tt ift# m$- 
1 ^ranftfai, 3f5nri^fti?9rfl?TWTOq^T i 

I 

gfta wtto gsfqr i 

! mRrafrnfcr 9? 11 (pp. 3-4) 

>■ 

The wo: h [j of the Maharaja at the SiTpadiiiftnabhaav&iDi 
temple and the offerings made to the different deities 
there a prefom.uary to hit- journey is then described. 
The journey then starts in a procession in all its pomp 
aad splendour, the king seating himself in a magnificent 
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golden chariot drawn by si-s horses and attended by an 

to 1 

array of officials and with all the paraphernalia of ele- 
phauts, cavalry and infantry. The Muslims mao the 
cavalry and British soldiers salute him in their charac- 
teristic fashion and many English men pay him respects. 


aWRWT ^ 
*Ni: J *rt’ 


1 


m wV^snsisr: 

$roriRffq% mroRRli: ??qflqi?fJV3cr: it ( () . s ) 


I'ni^wgTwg^r^iwsriT^wmi J ( P . 9 

* 

A gloiioiH description of the chariot is then given of 
which the varse 


?fffi ffTO^nsR 1 

fl§;rcf ftff quq tfi r tm 

^yqftusi^RHRai 11 f p. ic j 

may be cited ns a specimen, This is followed hy a praise 
of the king seated in it in the conventional pattern of the 
panegyrists. The procession halts at Neyyattinkara 
a) f' OE tlie lcitl b r to worship at the Srikrsna tem- 
ple there and then at Kuzbithura (TOWfllTT.; tu wor 
ship at the temple of Muh&deva. '.'he MabaiSja then- 
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on to a golden palanquin, since perhaps the road 
w;i , n , t waitable for the chariot/ ornamented with ivory 

work and goes to flrnVatUr to worship 

L-»ni Adikesara. From there he prooeeda to Padmana- 
bhapumn) which he enters in a pagoda on a gorgeously 
decorated elephant and where he is accorded a very grand 
reception. After visiting the different temples there, he 
resumes the journey in the chariot to Suchindram. After 
a brief stay at Stfchindram he goes to Kanyakumfiri in a 
palanquin, perform several r. ligimtS rites am! returns to 
Suchindram . During the return j. uri.ey to Trivandrum 
flho, the Maharaja worships at the temples visited dur- 
ing the onward journey Det: iis at every place are given 
in the work. A grand reception awaits him at Trivan- 
(it-um and he goes to worship at lilt Pndnianfibhft temple. 

At the close of the work we get 

fftsq' ffffT it (p. S 3 ) 

Also 

dfag 3 (§fir 

dft H faSFffl k 1 

ij ft 3 !t?lf?Sp 5 tf 

ft KT$*frct n 

( P* 33 ) 
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After this there are seven verses in praise of a minister 
named KeSava which begins — 

tfaiaft grwvn'tfraiRro n£ 

^% 5 r?i^q: siig: f 

31 R't IRsiq&W* M (THIRST 

51^^ «9qqTOKg*f* zftsq ftasfiqfl II ( p. 33 ) 

and ends 


<Tf SRWqKqmej H ITR^ 

HT*ngqT*hqjg[ i 

5 TIW** 7:5ft f 

•iff ftuq^f d 35 lqw; <j> [| ( () 34 ) 


The rut i >r ies not gi v ■ his name, as already 

stal.' ■), '*■! 1 lie giv.-i h:-> n . ti v ■ I*ice r$ 

W ti ■- ( : -I iiiiUtn iii'iram i 1 !* C’tnyaltucnaii and 11 , h is 

a re; id A of 111 31 jf iff 7 he cm n I -.ken to a Brabm'ii. His 

poetry i-, not <>l any high order out is nevertheless simple 
and ge 1 ;■ 1 1 1 y faultiest No doubt til occasional : >M- 

lah k;lr a like the -ds tuprdsu as in 




1 r d ;i $T f % W % t far I H I IT T ft 1 5 1 ft HT • 


eft ra$r <w fT^ n /fag n rate if m ^ i ? qqi ^ 

n (p, 


c ) 



or an utj)rckm us in 




C 1 ^ *t° 5 $ ^°jhru 

qfT 014 ^^^I f% T 4 IJ 1 I 1 ( i'- ) 


beautifies the work, ami there are interesting prose pas- 
sages, east in ti e conventional mould, ae in 




34 ^ 

fy^furoior. f^^^ifraistr <t$r4 

m ^[Tjtnbr^ 

IWfh- 

r^TtMS^tf '£T'7dV; J4 Tl^R ^t^rgjfl^f!, 

siw&fa «ftro*w. , to & mi^w, *rp ^t- 
ftfora^fc (etc.) ... ... ... Vmm sisrawHr, 

3i|^i w*\q, t&mm ( etc . ) mmt'i 

ftsraer i tp. 5 ) 


but theca ^ C'ji- 'Jera tle tiuih i the |tro ^ owij hii,.ii'Ia 
state caent t.n:r. i m* ^xbibili**^ «'i Isis p-tulr . .-;rr- liii 

pits*' ill . t ‘ ! '1 1 1 J ! J i ft l 1 -V H‘K, i ’i I’K'f i ill* 1 ! J C 1 i I'Llli PL* • '; •* CO 

before Siv-i . -r iik^ ‘’if-eiupj ■ • p • o th>- su r. 


3 *feRr*TO 

wwWwini i 

vi' 4 i iM m m RiVit ti ( . p, ) 
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The value the work consists in the raiuute details it 
gives about the entire journey and also in its estimate of 
the virtues of the Maharaja. 

tn addition to the passages cited, the following 
linos relating to the Makar? ja may In* noted :- 


aterararg wtt ^ m i < p. % > 


'f 


WT 3 TC 1 WSU*! 


^^TgWTSWfginp:. 



$rasrar 53 ffl i'M sfevnfamftr: 


( p- •-> ) 


»T#TOI?Ti 

*re^swfq: i 

( p. j 9 ) 

So too the entourage ot t h e Mi ha raja- 

sRsrS^rii li 

«ri 3 ^*?ira 5 &S: sfa»St*irer!TCfci v 

wiwrawfai ii 

ipwsriNnrfwsifi?: m 


L V L 


JO 


l! tp- 2C 1 


Nowhere in the work do we get- the king expli- 
citly sUtetUs Svati Tiran air^^rth e accoant given of 
him particularly the refer ence to his deep lea rning, 
extreme g3 a entity., musical schol arsh ip apd patronage of 
arts and letters, and above all the multi-lingual composi- 
tions and the stamp of the name ‘ Padumn&bha ’ in every 
one of them, leaves no doubt as to his identity. Exter- 
nal evidence also confirms this since a chariot for proces- 


sions was built ooly by Svati .Tirunuj, in the yea r 184 1 
on the design and supervision of Veeraswami Naidu <>l 
Madras and it was Svati Tirunal that went on a pilgri- 
mage to Kanv&kutnari accompahied by his brother Uttram 

D , _ *■ „ .i „ — __ — , — w 

^Tirunal and iiephews f f the princes Ayilyam Tirunai Uttra- 
tarrUTTrunal and VlSakhanTTirunal tas repeatedly stated 

in the work- SBff «SS^> *tgfa3SH in th« 


year i 8 14- The ribrii*Ur Ke-ava whose praise occurs at 
the end ni the work can I >e identified with Ke%va Pillai 
who belonged to B > nth Travanicore and who was holding 
the office of Uewan Peishkar at the time of the event 


described in the work, it may be presumed that he was 
h p-itsVon of the poet and was instrumental in getting him 
access to + royal court. 
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